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DesirMED 1st Adaptation Festival

“The Mediterranean we Desire”
25-26 September, Larnaca, Cyprus

In collaboration with Mediterranean Coast Day 2026

Day 1: 25 September - Coast Day 2026 celebration

Policy Panel Location: TBC
Giant Interactive Map Location: Europe Square

Context and Rationale

The DesirMED Adaptation Festival will kick-off with a policy panel focused on “Nature-based Solutions for
Coastal Resilience in the Mediterranean”.

Mediterranean coastal zones are increasingly exposed to anthropogenic pressures and the impacts of
climate change, including erosion, sea-level rise, water scarcity and biodiversity loss. In response to these
challenges, Nature-based Solutions (NbS) are emerging as effective, sustainable, and multifunctional
approaches that also deliver long-term socio-economic benefits.

Mediterranean Coast Day, the UNEP/MAP observance celebrated annually on 25 September, offers an
opportunity to raise awareness, exchange experiences, and promote innovative approaches to coastal
management, including NbS.

The 2026 edition in Cyprus will highlight the role of NbS in climate adaptation and coastal resilience,
showcasing concrete examples from across the Mediterranean region. It will benefit from the presence and
contributions from the partners of DesirMED, a project which places a strong emphasis on Nature-based
Solutions.

The event is jointly organised by the Department of Environment of the Ministry of Agriculture, Rural
Development and Environment of Cyprus and PAP/RAC, with the support of the DesirMED partners, in
particular its lead partner - CMCC.

Specific objectives

The initiative aims to raise awareness among decision-makers and the general public about the benefits of
NbS, while promoting a better understanding of their role in coastal adaptation. It will facilitate the sharing
of Mediterranean experiences and case studies, and foster exchanges between institutions, researchers, and
practitioners. The event will also highlight local and regional initiatives and contribute to strengthening
regional cooperation within the framework of Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM).

Key Messages

o Nature-based Solutions are concrete and effective approaches for coastal adaptation.
Mediterranean cooperation is essential to address shared challenges.

Local territories play a central role in NbS implementation.

NbS provide environmental, social, and economic benefits
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Programme for the Coast Day celebration

8:30-9:00 Welcoming of the participants

9:00-9:30 Opening of the Med Coast Day
e Opening by the Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and
Environment of Cyprus

® Opening by CMCC (Coordinator of the DesirMED)
® Opening by UNEP/MAP (Tatjana Hema, UNEP MAP coordinator)

9:30-9:45 Ambassador’s remarks
® Ms Xenia Loizidou, Coast Ambassador 2019
e New Coast Ambassador

9:45 - 10:45
Panel discussion on the importance of NbS and resilient coastal planning
SPA/RAC Director - PAP/RAC Director, IUCN representative - Chairman of
GWP-MED - EU representative in Cyprus

10:45-11:00 Q&A

11:00-11:20 Coffee break

11:20-12:20 Interactive poster session on Mediterranean case studies

Dialogues/exchanges of experiences/solutions across different projects and
regions.

12:20-13:20 Panel discussion on the pathways towards climate adaptation and NbS
adoption for Cyprus
Exploring the pathways to resilience: representatives from different projects
discuss their transformative experiences in implementing NbS for climate
resilience across Cyprus

13:20-13:30 Award ceremony for the winner of the DesirMED photo contest

13:30-13:45 Overview of the Festival programme and closing remarks

13:45 - 14:30 Lunch

14:30 - 15:00 Tour of the Giant Interactive Map (in Europe Square, Larnaca)

Day 2: 26 September - Interactive activities
Location: Europe Square

What is happening in Europe Square?

Open to all, festival participants and citizens will have the opportunity to discover adaptation initiatives from
across the Mediterranean in Larnaca's Europe Square, engage with interactive installations, and enjoy a
range of activities, including a Giant Interactive Map, workshops, live music performances, and networking
opportunities.
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What is the Giant Interactive Map?

The Giant Interactive Map is an immersive educational installation designed to engage audiences in
exploring climate adaptation and biodiversity across the Mediterranean through Nature-Based Solutions
(NBS). Combining a large, printed map with interactive digital content accessed via QR codes and augmented
reality, it transforms complex environmental concepts into accessible, hands-on experiences for visitors of
all ages. The DesirMED Giant Interactive Map will showcase the project's 8 participating regions and their
Nature-Based Solutions for climate adaptation, through storytelling, games and interactive challenges,
encouraging visitors to discover local and regional climate solutions while fostering awareness, learning, and
community engagement.

More details on the activities included will follow!
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